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FOREWORD
By DIir. Joscph Remeényi

Frofesser of Comparaiive Literntore
Western Rescrve Universily

Koisadays to8 henr & groct desl abeuf "rejection of frodifionsl
stondords", and thot "Rumendly i of fhe crossroods™ e mmploms
ere o losz of fdeclz for which i ie difficalf to find rubsilinies. Those
wilh Lithle fodi moealices or woith ne faith of ol siccnmb esfly fo
cymiciem or despoir, ond orophesy & dire fuleeg for meniand, OF coures,
cne connot demy the fragis comdiffonz of the presemi: on the oiher
hand if wonld be wvomg ol o recognize cevlzin comsfructive forces
wifich efim fo jecf order infn wnicersal disorger, Probiems shonid Ba
seanmed in the Hght of story: fhus we get q elearer pfoture of con-
temporory izenes ond develop a befter perepeciine ar fo their signifi-
conge. With reference to the American zcene it i necessery {0 fonsder
e past thal made oir Hherly poisinle, T helps 15 do hoee & ssreaa, i
nat cloudless wew regaording ihe pordsus alismmatives thoef ore focimg
s foday. It points ouf the great lezzom thot mo Frue goal § coir reacked
by ignobie oot oad thers @ a6 gemdne progress withoul saeriffes.

Ve gother sirenglh for fhe recHzalion of our immedicfe naHong]
obligetions by comprehending fhe hisforicol posifion of fhose wha
fought for Americgn frecdom. For Ameéricons of Sunporion deccent,
i foet for aff Amerfeans, it iz an honer Lo pop Gribnde fo Gearge Wee
ahinmon's Hungorier officer, Colons] Commandant Aickae! de Heowdls,
&5 i B3 g melier of heror fo remomber Morguis de Lafapetie or Counl
Puloskl. Col. Kongtls war o dielitmiiihed soldier in Washingfon's armsy,
He waer on fmmigrent, that f2 fo oy an Amerivan by chofear i pro-
moting fhe coure of thiz couwnfry he must be fudped o2 o pofhfinder
of thage gountrignen of his fohofor polifieal, social OF econdmic réa-
soRs—arrived on fhe shores of Americs fr loter decodes, To Be sure,
he was o Hunparics, gnd o= Lo Rochefoncould succinetly remarked
i Rix Maximes, fRe apcdnf of 2 man's nafize ooninfry deccily im fiy
miind and in Rz heort ax well as 0 Ric speselr Bul Col Heedis acas
diertined to beoome an Americon, similor o fhose early Scotch, English,
Wielsh, Trish, Dulch, French and offtr immiigrests who mere potentiod
Americanz even befora they choss the Non World for dhefr homa,
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The palilticefon of $his exsay & fndeed fimsly. Tt is fimely for foo
repspie. JE gives informeefion gbowd g men who dedieated hiz Hfe o
the princizsle of Americon desitsrten: iz sictement musi ba daken
Iiferally becamse e disd B defending Avietisan fresdom. The effsc!
of his daring spirid erd hercic HNfs npon Americans of Hungarian
descent conmol b measvred just by fhis essap. publizhed By the Ter-
hovay Frofernal Tsurance Associalion, buf by the focf thaf fhis peur
the dmericon Hungorizn Federgffon fzzned o slamp copteiémioraditn
the I750h anmiereary of kiv deafh, ond fkal in secemal Asmopfoan-Trug-
partan communities Eovdis-fegtipels pre arronged. Furthermore, if
shonid be sireserd fRal o= a sumbol, Col. Kowdfs stonds for fhe ebility
af Ammerdes g abiord fareigh élements without coercion or fthreat

Todey when In meny narfs of the worid humien bedingy are sud-
jecied fo derror and incredible Indignifiez, Col Houndfs iz o reminder
Yo all of us — regardlesy of racial encesfry — fhat ke foo Hesd i an
era of *hunten eriss'”, ofd fRard e had o fipkt wipredicizbic edpers
surics. He showed how fo foce respensibfliifes and fowe fo meed 1ol
forfitade seemingly snsnlnable prolfems. There &5 somedliing profoundly
TEQEFUFING 0 fle memary of o ten whe Erer shed fo Thie for anmd
what fa die for.

E?LM{JST EVERY COUNTRY OF EUROPE
haz mede some oucistanding contribution o civilization. The world,
howeser, tends to remember only the contribofions of the larger na-
tions, or of lhose nalions whose langoape is wide in cirevintion or of
REEY COMPTelEnEiom.

Hungary, relatively small end with & Inzusge as exolie a3 1he
Finpish, [alls in this latter categocy, The aother nations have tended
to mo thelr wey unzwars of the Maryar Record.

My modest sim iz to modify this sifustion in certzsin respects. I
will iry to acquaint yvou with the life of Coloned Michae] de Fovils
and hiz achisvarments, Even mosi Hungarians have only & vague Znow-
ledme of hirm I will endezvor tharefore to give you & brief glimpss of this
Hunparian and his accomplishments. I hope it will prove enlighténing,

Colonel Michsel de Eovdts was born in 1734 in Earezag, Hungarg.
O his youth lttle i= known; his neme does not appesr in histocy until
1744 TL wns then that the twenty yenr old Fovids joined the Jiee-2Xaoy-
Kun Huseir Repiment a5 a junior officer. He fonght n the Second
Steslzn War 83 & member of Empress Marls Therssa's ammy.

After the Pesce Treriy of Dresden wes signed in December 1745,
Fooviats racsived an honorsbls diseharge, We lsarn feorm 8 document
dated December 12, 17461 that he had distinguished himself in this war,
His t=o years of soldicring =eems to have impressed him desply, lor
it wies pb this time thal Be decided ob 3 miliary cATeeT.

Flrst, he zttempted enllstment in the standing Ausirian Armoy.
Frustrated in this attempt. he enlisted in the Prussinn Ammy and
becime 1 member of the First Huszar Heglmsnt After slx years of
hard gervice, he was appolnted a second Neubtenant.

There iz another warsion which clsims thst during his serviezs
in the Ausirizn Army he becime o prisoner of the Prussisnz, smd
after Ehe Peare Tresty was cirhsd Be wos foreed to sorve ag & privals
i the Prusslan Atmy. In the Bighteenth Century this wes not unusual.

He took a very pctive part in the Seven Yenrs War, His Commander,
Colone] Michasl Sxikely led the First Prossizn Fussar Repiment This
vegiment toad peet in the bettlsg of Plrma, Goths, Lobosits, Pragoe,
Torgen and Leitmeritz. HBovdits received wory serious woonds o the
Batile of Golhe Im 1760 Kowviils beécame a faplain and commander
of the se-called "Gerador]™ Frea Hussars
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In fhe Library of Muhlhausan there are seversl decuments slgnad
by Captain Eovits and two llustrated publicntions contain his pictures.

We do not know whty, but cerfrin documents show thet on March
123, 1781 he resigned his Army commission. We ean only guess that
he did not ke his military asaignment which forced him to be the
tax collector end oppressor of certain tersitacies occupied by the asmies
of Fraderick the Graat

After he was honorably discharged fromm the Prussian Army, he
went to Poland. He spent four months in Poland and whils there w55
clossly comnested with the Roval Court, He left with a Polish passparct,
Count Sternberg, who wes then the Austcan ambeszador o Poland,
ook steps lo arrest him, bat the Polish authoritfes refused this ro-
quest: The Austrinn War Council looked upon Eovils ss & deserter
and on Aprl 25, 1761 Bwued & warrant for his armest,

In the mepntime he was Informed of the amnssty granted by
Erngress Maria Theresa Om the strength of this emneaty. ke felt secure
that there would be no repercussions bacause of his service in the Pros-
sian Ammy. However, when he resched Eésmark in May 1761, he wag
arrested and cherged with high tresson. The Minotes of the Court
Ifartial proceedings Indicate the importancs of eur hero, The Mingtes
comiprise several yolumes snd inclode nmonpr other documents, seven
persanal letters of Frederiek the Grest addres=ed fo Eovéts

Afier Kowits spent more than a yesr in military prisons, the
highast military court of Austriz forwarded all ihe papers to the
Empress Maris Theress, who ordered Fovals freed and all his per-
sonal and real property returned fo him But the wise Empress gave
Kovitzs even more satisfection. 2he wrote him & letter personnlly ms-
suring him of his pardon and of her contineed good win,

Eovats was freed on Jume 13, 1762 and on January 31, 1763 the
Empress rewerded him by appoidnting bitn & mejor in & Husser Eegiment
and granting him a yesrly pension of five hendred forins.

On Mey 20, 1763 Major Fowfils married Frances the dsughter af
Zsigmond Szinyel-Merss. The marrisge was not & hapoy ons, end after
Ils zany died gt the =ge of 3, the couple separated,

During the following yesrs Kovits wendered sround Bungary,
The Austrian militery suthorites kept an epe on him and their reports
Indicate that he lved in Eperjes, Brer and in Buda-Ujisk

In 1774 he was in Lefpelg and offered the Invention of & new sun-
metal to Marta Theress, but setivities such s these omly made him
restless end sharpened hiz appetite for meiitzry life. In the new sl
the Colonlsts had signed the Declaration of Independence, Having fol-
lowed with keen Interest happenings in America, it 13 net surprising
that Major Kovitz declded to help the great cause of Goorge Was
shington and the Remwlotionlsts, He immedistely spplisd for a passport,
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end i waz not long before he was joumeving westward fo the Colondes.
We do not know his itinerary but we have a repert signed by the
toilitary commander of Boda which stafes fhe following:
... Mejor Kovéis left Bude in Augest 1776 and eccording
e Yy information, he went o Bosdesux which is a port in
France, [ram here he Teff for Ameries and joined fhe Military
Forces of the United Colonics”

What roule he followed from Buda to Bordeaox is undmovm bat
we have proof of his prosence there. Hiz letter to Benjamin Franklin
{then Americen Ambegsador fo Prapce) dabed Januery I13th, 1777
p==r: 8 Bordeaur postmari,

Eovils was fifty-lhree years old when ke wmte that Iotter end
had been in military service for thirty-three years. This Ietter is fruly
en historicel document At present it is in Philadelphia at the Libracy
of the Américan Philosophical Boclety among the pepers of Benjamin
Franklin. This letter speaks for Kovéts and for his cullure] standing.
In kis letter to Franklin, he wrole in classics] Latin:

“Golden freedom cennob be purchased with yellow gold. T,
who bave the honor t présénk this letber fo your Exezllency,
am also following the call of the Fethers of the Land, a=
the pioneers of frecdom sbwers did T am 4 frez man &nd &
Hungarizn. T was treined in the Roval Prussisn Army aod
rafsed from Lhe lowest rank to the dlonicy of a Captain of
the Hussars, not 20 much by Iuck and the mercy of chance,
than by most diligent self-discipline snd the virfoes of my
arms, The dangers and the bloodshed of & great many cam-
afgns faupht me how to mould g soldier =nd, when made,
1ww o 2rin him end lef him defend the dearest of the lands
with hizs best ability under any conditions and developments

0f the war." ;
“T nwmy am here of my osn fres will, Baving taken g1l the
horrible hardships and bothers of this journey. I beg Your

Excellency to grant me & passport end a leifer of repomn

mendetion to the maat banewlent Congres="

AL lasi, awaiting yoor precious answer, I have oo wish

greater than to lenve soom, to be there whess T am necded

mzost, to serve and die in everlesting obdlence .. |
Fidellzslroms ad morkem® * (Faithful unto deathy),

1t Is not known whelher Benjamin Franklin answered this letber
Lister events tend to show that Kovélz arrived in Amerlea withoot
the leifer of recommendation to Congress, He grrived in the New
World zometime after the 13th ef January 17%7 =nd before the end
of theb ame ygr

It iz more than just a matier of speculstion to ser what his
Arterican plans ware. He was a professionsl soldler, a specialist in
& braneh of lighi cevalry, ons of the f&w by his breeding, {raining
and experience embodying the idea of the Magyar Hussars. He kmew
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that Washinpfon had ne cavalry in the profezzional =gnsz, The lour
so-called mounted repiments, commandsd by Colonels Moylan, Elsnd.
Barlor and Sheldon, were mere meunted mfaniry without the Jzast
gamentary treining or organizetion in the truc cavelcy sense 3

At this time light cavelry bad mo perht in England’s cotcepiion
of the art of wer, and Washingion, 2 product of the Englizh military
knew very liftle sbout il TRey Imew even less conesrning
the Hussers, who represenled s very specialized fype of lizhi cavelry.
As 5 omnter of Fact 5t was not until twenty-eight yesrs laier (1805)
that the first Hussar regiment wns organized in England,

Now Hovits know more and thooght differantly on the mbfoct
of the Hussars, He was one of them: perhaps the best. but definitely
sopaetd to none in America. Cavelry had existed sines angiznt tlmes,
reaching its zeoith under Frederick the Greal. Of Fredericks twendy-
fwo batiles Gftsen were won by his cavalry ernd Rovdls was oie af
kis copelrymet. Trafntng was the sceret of Frederick’s sibesess and
Eovits waes trained by Frederick, Orgefizefion was Frederick™s mceess
snd Hovais organized for him Kovdits 1zamed o fteen victorious
bistiles the dominating influenee of his hossars. Tt was for thiz — and no
other purpose, thet he came fo Americs, ie fo organize husssrs for
Weshinrion.

He knew his worih, he was rezsonable in azesssing his professional
Imporiznee. He was reasoneble In 2zsuming that his standing among
profeszionel cnvalrymen was suificiently high to wurmni respemsihie
asgienments. TE Iz understandable then that he should besoms fm-
patient when no letter from Frantlin was fortheoming. I i= characher-
iztic that he chould =ail for America without Franklin's recomiman-
L] E

In the strict zense of military history he f@iled. Cavalry never
became of any imporigmnee 1o the Bevolotlonary Wer, The Enclizsh
prejudice apalnst cavelry was too strong for him to gvércome and
fnother thres generations af Amsrisans lad to dis belore the sseds
snwn by him starisd fo germinate in & more farfile sl The milltary
idesls ke noarished became dominant through the pressuce of adversily
during the latier part of the Ciell War.

He felled onfy =0 far ag the Revolutfonsyy War jtsslf f cancermed.
Hlz glory iz the glory of the pioneer fnd he can rightfully be oelled
the Father of the Tnited Statss Cavalry,

Frovidence was to glve HKoviis but two shost years in which to
fransform his ideas info realities. He must have smmived zometime
during the semmes of 1777, although bis name dees not appear in any
documents ontil Decemaber 28th of that year. Nothing is known of
his mctivifics during his ficst fow momths here, but thanks &0 an
industrious blographer, Aladar Poka-Pivny, Kowits' career from De-
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eember 1777 an 1z falely well documented. Consid:ring the secvies
pri experience he offered to the Revolutionists, Howats was cartainiy
tdesarving of & warm reccplion. Recorded history, howewer, 15 silent
o this point and we must assome from this, snd other evidence,
that his arrival was recelred with some indifference. His own slence
during this pariod is indicatlve of the disappoinisment ke must have feli

That hiz moble gesturs was recaived epolly car only be explainsd
in the Hght of Waehington's English-born prejudice In Iaver of in-
fanfry and ageinst cavalry, Thus wes & great dream frustrated oo its
i;r.cl;::p!i o, It wis chomelesistico of gur hem that he survives] these
dizapmaintments end was abla to some extent to surmount thes ber-
rlers. He was & =oldier, ney more, 8 Hussar; quick anr {lexible, stub-
born in his aims bat, forbmatels, willing 19 compromize, e RosETEd
to reslize 23 egrdy 23 Seplember or Oclober the lmpracticability of
the direct spproach end theveafter zaf shout flnding another approach
townrds his goel, As the first snpow fell that year In Peansylvanis we
fined Bim in the cempany end servies of Count Casimir Pulzski

Predostination szems to be the rule rather than the excepiion for
the great gnd romantic fipures of bistory Count Casimis Pualagk] wes
ha exeabilon, Fis starling point, s a potentisl hero of LHberty,
wag ==t 50 high by Fate that he hid o become a cheampion of fresdom
by the shest weight of destlny. He was the zon of Count Jossph Pu-
laski, lirst in & long line of Polizh natiomsel heross. He fought as a
yourg man a2t the gGde of hizs father for the couse of his dear countbrs.
Hz was only tweniz-three end already a l=ader of his compatriats and
nob vet tweniv-four when he lenmed te suffer the bitter life of a
pofitleal exils, Ha Jaft Toland in 1772, spending the llowing five vears
in Turkey and Frenee. In 1777 he offered his fortune and fery zeal
o the caus: of American freedom. He =ipned an agmeement with
Deans Eliss, in Farks, the latter gerying there as business apsnt for
America. Within two months, by the end of July, Pulaski was zlready
in Bostosn, He fought and distinguished himself pb Breadywine, and
four days lzter, Sspteraber 15, 1777, on tle steength of his agreement
with Eilas, was made & brigadicr geoers! and the Commpnder-in-Chizf
of Washinglon's Cavalry by the Continenta) Congress.

Buch are the ways of fate and destiny. Our FEowlls, the expart
the seldier. the obvious man for the jeb, auffered cbesueity; the herm
of fretdom was given the job by destiny, efforilessly and parhaps
apainst the wish af the solapted,

Cazimir Pulaski was a yoong man, belng tweniy-nine at that time.
Hiz milifary experdenee just could not be compared with that of Eoviid=
BEut Pulagki was & barn lencder, He Enesw the differeter balwesn com-
mending & non-existing cavaley and creating one. Somchow he foand
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HEovats, of Eoviiz foond him They meedsd esch other: they come-
plemenied each other; they formed 8 perfect combinetion, and bolh
Enew it

Poke-Plvny, the bographer of Hovits, spzeulzies at grest lesglh
on the possibility of sn earlicr fricndship cxisting betwesn the fwo
men back in Borope, He refaes to varions possible dates of their meet-
Ing, such a8 1761 in Foland, 1765 and 1771 in Eperjes, Mungery. From
this supposition he draws rather importemt comclusioms: their meei-
ing in France, arnving togelther in Amercr; B#ing old friends, &nd,
by implleatisn, a mutiual plan mads by them in France cattesrning
the organizaiion of the American cevalry. If true, thiz would disprove
the initinbive of Fovils and pot him in the shadows of Pulaski The
mingrapher is definitely mistaksn, Caslmir Pulzshki wes borm in 1744,
making him Kovats' junior by 24 wears. They could not have drunk
topether and enjored other manls pstimes at =podls: nor formed &
Imgling Iriendship in 1781, Pulaski being only 13 years of age st that
ilme The difference in itheir zg=s i= t00 great. Tha =ama spplics 1o
fheir possible mesting =t Eperjes, when, though the age differspee
boepimes relaflvely sraller, it #s 220 too grest to allow the formation
of 2 rezl friendship. The blographer's mistaks iz obwipns; he mistekes
irther for som. A mesting, or even 8 frienmdship, beiseen Hovals and
the olier Pulaski, Joseph, I3 moee than posible, bot Joseph hever
came to Americs.

Poke-Pimmy's supposition leads to more romanticism, but birth
datss pre seonelimes; ineonyenient facts, Thos se believe that eren
it they kmew of each other, each came to this country on Ris own:
Pulazki to serve the eausc of Amecrcan frecdom in any way he wES
able, pnd Koodis to create o Voht easolry for Washinglon,

But they formed & friendzhip here in Amerlea: a [eeting one
Their Backpround, philsenphy, aims, militars principles and methods
sy & sieilsvity, They recognized sach giher's Imporfance and wers
insepareble unil desth paried them. Pulazkl was the officie!l head
of & cavelry yet bo be orgianized, and Eovils wias (o be the organizer.

In the mersorands Fulaski subrmbttsl to Washingtan, in Novemher
znd December of 1797, on the principles of caweliy ocganizatlon the
neme of Kovats sppears over and over rgrin. Pulaski recommended
fhe Prsssfan service regulations, though he wes antagoniztic fo anyp-
thine slzs Prossan. Thers was nof & word which would even Indieats
Polish, Torkish or French influence. All fhe metheds and principles
wore plear-cub Pricssian and in one cass ot lesst, typleally Huesgarian,

Pulsski’s recommendation contasined nof just the gemeral prin-
ciples of light covalry butb principles thef were definitely Hussar in
character. It Is quite slgnifieant that In one of Polaski’z rmemoeranda
to Washington, dated Februery 4. 1978, he recommendeod the forma-

tinn of a trening division of Hussars o be commandsd by a2 Colanel
named Kovibts, This division would serve to ftrein officerz i zctual
cavalry battls, Thiz concept was the only disression from the strict
Prusaien method of treining. To {rein in battle, not a5 & foreed ne-
caasity but &5 & calou’ated plam iz as old an Hungarion mililary prin-
cipic a5 Hungicy itsell, Gorgey's winter campaign 13 still & standard
model for the enrricula of all the militery academics of the world.

It i= rather peculiar that in sl this time of plenning and organiz-
ing Kovits was still without official mecognition. He wes with Pulask
2t hiz hesdquartess, Pulaskd addressed him as “Colonel” and reforred
to himy as his Master of Excerclees bot thore was no officinl sanetlon
from Waszhington.

A mentinned above Polacki conlineally relerped o Eondts in his
mergranda o Washingion. He wes reasoning, prelzing and meeom-
mendlng the caunse of Hovwils, wrging Washinglon for an offictal re-
cogmition of our hero in the form of a2 colpacley, We know of gt least
four such coEttnuhicatlans ating from Movembsr 1777 to Merch 1774,
but the only afficial resction Pulsskd wasz able to arouse was & letter from
Washington dated Jenuary 14, 1798, in which Weshington wmte;

“Ae =0 much kha2s bean gaid of the ehavecter znmd ehllitlss
of M. Kovdts, I have no objection to his employment in the
capacity of Mpster of Exercize for & fow monthe™

We nole that Washington éxpressly calls Eowats “Mr.", thoagh
Pulaail peforeed bo HavAts in gl his cemmunipations to Washingtorn
83 “Coblone]l Hoviie"

The mlaticnship belween Pulaskl"s hendguicisrs and Wishington's
was slrained, Perhaps Washingion had & subconscions objeclion to
Pulesld’s command which orignzted far away in Pards Perhaps it
wrs his wisdom not to prefer foreigners unduly, but in any osse
hiz inhibitions against cavelry wes 2IWEY:E more thah enough FeRsol
to explain his attltode towerds Kovita,

Hoviiz, the professional soldicr-crgmnmizer, and Pulazki, his of-
ficiel ih.‘l;_rﬂ'lnl_.l:l'_"'l.' gnd imlerpreder, did their sl fo crepie & modern
cavalsy in the Europesn s=nss for Washingtonm. They wers full of
enthusiasm during the moaths of November apd December of 1577,
Washington's Ietter on "M Fovils in Januery scemesd o cool their
Enirils cnnsidsrably. In Febhrussy the sltustion deterloratsd further Om
Mareh 1, Waahington orderad Pulaski to join General ‘Warne, Two
deys leier they baifled the English 2t Haddon's Field, They lost, and
Pulaski, [n:-v:]ing ke had enowgh, resigned his ammand of the cayaloy.
His resignatlon was accepted by Congress. It sesmed sgain that for
Fovits this was ths end

Kovats rnd Pulnski undoubledly mesnt well They [emily and
rightly beligved I the deckzive supezionity of modern cevalry. They
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took it for granted thei thelr expert spproach to the erestion of this
dominant military factor would be met with approvel. They mede
the unforiunate and comimen mislake of loving o use old world
methods in tlie New World, Thees 13 2 diffzrencs in organizsing eavaley
for armics numbering hundreds of thousands and being sclentific
a=d routine-like for Weshington with his menger four thousand n:en,
Tt huret ths feelinps and prolessionc] dignity of these heross when
thelr getetled recommendations concerning cavelry uniforms were
omtly irnored by Washingfon. Perhaps they cven blamsd him for
having & layman's Ignoranes of the dasciplinery importsnes of a saol-
dier’s dresa. Wo doubt they were disheartened by the bitter =mile on
Weehinston's face while repding 2 memorandum of theirs on boofa
and shining butfons. But only five days-befors Washinston hed writ-
ten Irom Valley Forge:

“We have this day no les= than 2873 men wnfit for duty
becanse they are harefonied or atherwise naked.™
LEis strengtih altogeiher was barely 4,00

Pu'askl's resdonation from command of the cavelry spemed to be
sudden and drematie. There i howevsr, enongh evidence to show thak
his resignation had been part of o oealenlated plan. Fulasi] and Kovits
had pomgidersd this move fs early 2 Januory when they had first
realizzd that a divect approach would avail therm nothing They held
off their résignation only long enourh or their new plans o mature.

They spofed o realize hnt their Puu'-nLEul authority wos oo great
naot o meet with 2l possible objection: from the Army Hsadguariers
at Vall=y Ferge, The Cavalry was, at lcast oo paper, just as important
23 the Infantry, and in Lheory, ther had contrel ower one halfl of Wa-
shington's potential armw.

Also they were of foo aetiva 5 mature not Lo fee] thet at the
cava’ry headquestars, they were more bureencrafs than soldiecs; they
planned on paper, organized ldezs and principles only, and there was
5181 mo Cavilry with which to work

Titey preferred action to the wrifing desk. Theories can hs greag
but they wanted a Uving Cavaley. They win'ed fo train. above =i,
nificers, without whom they could not make a Cavalry,

Their new plan was cleprly ouflined in Polaszki®s glresdy mentloned
memorendum of Februsry 4 on the fermmabion of & Training Division
of Tusesrs

They seemed to reason that qoeh a Tealning Divisien, belng mora
real that a theorizing headquerters, would provide them with a betier
foundation on which to build o Cavaloy,

This way they =ould have been abls Lo train and orgenize Hving
men nsteed of figupes, Onee they had the nuclzus of a real Cavalry it
would have been only a guesticn of fime before it was enlarped and

ey

they could retum o the headguarier's cominend

Thay &l reallred that by resipning they were giving up a potential
authority which had no doubt caused some envy and conmcern &) Wal-
1:y Forge

How cight they wers!

Polaski’y resipmalinn wns accepied on March Z2ith, Onm Merch
28th the formation of a Pulaski Legion was sanctioned by Congress.
A& short week Inter Washington repommend =d Kovits as Colone] in pom-
mand of the Leglon. Congreszinnz] aporovel eime within 2 weslk

Obwiously starved foc sctlon, they wasted lLittle tim:z in gotiing
started Perhaps too, they both felt that time =was monning ouwt for
theer Az it Rappened, bolh were defud within the year

Thay efected their hesdousrbors in Bellimore, Maryland and
etaried enllstments 8t once. Eovats rectuited 2t Esston, Pennsylvenla,
Major Henrick Betken in Tremton, New Jersey, and Count Montiort,
enother major, in Baltmore (a1l

In les= that three monthe time they enlisted 320 men: 62 more
thit they had criginally counted on. This I= quoite rematkeble consider-
ing that Washington had only 4,000 men a2t Velley Forge and had to
contend constantly with dessribons.

By the end of July they joined thelr recreited foress ak the head.
guarlers in Bplfimore and, in order fo f{min thelr effleors in Cevalry-
Infaniry cooperation, they formed fheee Cavalcy sod thmes Imfantcy
companics.

Eovils had a free hand now to puf his ldeas into prectice. H2
foox care of £1] the detalls of orgenization, and the Cavalcy he crested
waE, comssquently, typleally Hussas, Hungarien in form snd in spirik.

Druelieeg the summes months b hed cppoctunity to train his Cavalry
o the frontder, fighting Indians.

By the end of Seplember. Washingion ordered the Legion to Prinee-
ton, Mew Jarsay. Havals eoold now fight the English alss Tn Ootober
ha joined the battle wlth the English on two occastoms; at Osbome
Izland on the 10th and st Bz Harbor on the 13th

At Osborme Island kis casuoaltiss were 22 men, tat at Bpg Harbor
he suffered 2 more serious Ioss. An offieer, originally Englicsh, nemed
Julizl, seemed 1o be an habitoal fraitor. Assizned to the Leglosn by the
Bosrd of War, e chamged his eolars again, going over to the English
With his help the English surprised the Lepion's Infantry at their
night quarters #nd killed some 30 men, inclodins the Infantey Cam-
mander, Colone]l Boese The English cliimed 0 killed, including £ of-
ficers, and thelr simuliznaons statement that the Enplish lost only 1
man makes their claim improlkable.

Fith the approach of wintsr the Legion was ordered from Trenton
o Bussex Court House, then on November 10 10 Coles Forl, which was
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their winter guarters. Here Rowats foll Bk on Indian worfare again
and: the first hadf of the winter posssd without any mportant event.

On Fehroary 2 1778, the Leglon went to Yorktown, Pennsylvenia
and racslved orders from Congress to march fo South Cardling to join
the forees of Genersl Linooln.

The Legion's ['nm;'p][-.mcnl:- had been reduced not omly gt QOsbormie
I=lamd and Egr TWarbor but a&lao by the advesslty of the winter weather.
Congress decided on February 4 to enbarge the Lemjon's complsment
end sent instructions to the Board of War fo this effect. The Hoard of
Winr Lried Lo o this bul failed and Kovats fopnd i necesssry to glarg
recruiting agsin, He succssdad in ralsing the tofal enlisiment o 320G
men On the 18th of March, afler six weeks of preperation, the Legion’s
Infamtry 1&ft Vocktown for Soulh Camlina awd on the 28th the Ca-
valry followed.

In 2 month's time we find them in Salem. Worth Caralina There
is & record which 211z us how soldierlike and decently they hehaved.
It Bx Lo e moted theil they paid for all their necesaltizs rather thamn
sdopting the ame old costom of commandesrine. We are also told that
they had forly coses of smallpox, two resulting in d=ath,

Batwesh Zalem and Charlesion. a distanees of a wesk's mareh, the
smallpox took g groat toll. They arrived at Chavlezston with onfy 159 men.

Charleston wos umdder sicge by the English, The sibnation =ns quite
bed and the popoletiosn weged sureender, Wovits srrived on the 11th
of May, aifacked with 120 men on the zame day and ws:s killed. The
English burisd him of 4he oormsr of Huger Strest on the Tol of Johi
Mavgart. Hiz opponent, the English Brigade Major Skelly, zaid the
requiam over his mrave: he zald: = The best cevalry the Hebels ever had™,

Pulaski was lefE nlone. & month later in June, he sl bBeligyed
In the fnture of hls Leglon. On August 19 he wrote 55 if his hearl weme

rokeTl Twio months later he wes in Savanneh. Om thz $th of Cetoker
1738 he was mortally wounded and S days [afer oilowed hiz comredn
1o the grave,

Colonsl Mlchael de Hoviaie was the most representstive soldisr or
the Bamoque pericd. A5 asom of Bighleenth Cenlbucy Hungney, he wos
one of & lang line af soldisrs who eontinge fo fight for the most Bdesl-
fetic endeevors of mankind

Cnar late President, Frenkln D. Boosescll, aondoubledly referracd
to him when he zeid:

“Men of Hungarien blood, many of them exiles from their
Fatherlznd, rendersd wolianmt service to the cause of the

Tnian, their deeds of selfssperifice and bmavery deserve to be
Rald in I':'.'E']E.-'I-tl_"'l.g rentarmbranse

In the 1532 izsue of the Hongaran Milltary Beview. we find the
follewing aboulb cur hero:

== =

wMichse] de Kovits was one of the outstanding med of his
pemtury, he embodied sreat initlatives, underiaking abitltlzs
and quick decisions — the very qualities we eilribule to mo-
dern Amerleens He had a guick wit; he was eouragecus; he
had no hendienp. He wis an exeallnt commander, able leader
and a stern disciplisarten. He was nbove all a pentleman,
even to hiz enemiss, and ihe seviour of (D08 DEecing Hrc-
tection. His excellent gualitics were slweys apprecinied. Bolk
the English when he made the supreme sacrifice atd the
Atstrian Wer Council when he was a prisonsr of war, gave

him full recognition for his deeds. On his personal documents
we #ind the signateres of Merls Theress, Predesick the Greal,

Banjamin Frankllh, George Washington, His 1ife was dynamic
He wis bern in the East, He takes pert In every great moee-
ment of hiz period. sbweys rising and moving o the Wast,
e becornes one of the gpreat lesders of the Rewolutionnry War
—then disappears without any tracs After one hundred gnd
fitty vears his name reappests =o that his deeds may shine
im eternal glory.”

In 1632, when America wes celebrating ihe two Hundredth An-
niversary of the Birthday of George Washington. in New ¥ork there
was formed the "Colonel Michsel de Eovidls Society.” The aim of the
Zociety Is to strenpthen the American-Hungarizn hlsiorieal conneclions
and to disrover more date proving the mportance of our kero.

OnMay 11, 1932 & Memorlal Celebration commemorating the hermie
denth of Colasmel Fovdts was held in Nes Yors: City in Central Park.
during which two tress were planted in his memory. The memorial
seTvices were abiended by Edward, Prince of Weles, Eing albert of
Beolgium, Gensral Pershing and by clvillsn and milifery lenders.

In 1839 the Hungmrians of America presented a heaotiful plague
to the Woews York Historlesl Socksty. This plagoe, created by the Hun-
garian artist Alexender Finta, depicts our heto on & hor=e, with drawn
eaber. In the background, the walls of Charlesion can be ssen

The Americen-Hungaripn Wear Band Commities of Western Penn-
sylvania, throuph itz dilipent efforts, =old oearly four million Gollars
worth of Wer Bonds and had the privilege of naming & Liberty Ship
The neme chosm wis, “Colanel Michzasl de Hovis.” The chip was
launched in St Petershurg, Florlds on September 16, 1024

On obe of the squares in Washington, DUC. there are four baankifal
statues. each representing & military hero of foveign bDirth Here s
the Polish Pulaski, the German Won Steuben and ths French Lafzyette
and Rochembesn

The statue of the Hungerian Kovals s misslng,

His sacrifices, military knowledge and experiones made i possible
that freedom amd independence were not only =on but presseved Ioe
centurlss fo come.

HIS STATUE BELONGES THERE!

i
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The [ellewing e a Lrapslafsen of Miciael Konats leller prinded on ke poecsding page.

MOET ILLUSTRIOUS SiE:

“GOLDEY FREEDOM CANNOT BE PURCHASED WITH YELLDW
GOLD™

I, wko have the hsmor to present this letter 16 youer Execllenes, sm
alan Follewing Ak call of ghe Fathers of the Land, os the plopsers of

Freedom alweyws did. T am 2 free man asd 3 Honparian, As to my military i — ok e nT A AN
slalus | was lraifnd in the Royal Prusasiin Army apd rmised from the (R , I—f—""""J]AN H L‘_ﬁ_' e

bowest renk to ibe digsity of & Capfain of 1ke Huspssrs, mot = mech b I BISTRET SMANAG :H_

Ik and the merey of chanee ikan by sas diligesl swll-disciplise anid i ":F:I-' ¥ LR Ty r.:l-md' .1.:',:-.: Jl'ﬂ'_ it
Lhe virlue of mr arms. The dangers end the blosodrdsd &f & Fresl =sny LR VERHDVAY £ = i
campzigns $aopht me bow to mould & oldier ®nil, when =ade Bew o ! EAS T s SEFILE

&rm kim and let him defend the dearest of the Lainds with his best | 3600 LORAR AVE. - CLEVELAND- OHid
abllity umder spy comlitions apd developmenis of the war. : r gt L ERHON AT, 1-5717

I now am keee of my ows dree will. having fake= all ithe horcibls
Eerdships amd botherw of fhie jomrner, and | am willing to aserifics
myself whollyr ppd most TnBEBleldy as &t is expecied of an Bonest saldsec
facing the hazards and great dingwes oF dhe war, to the detriment of
Joseph and px well for the froedom of yose gread congress. Throngh ke
rooieralion aod loval assiszance of Mr. Fusdewill, 3 merchazt of this I
chiy and = kind sympathizer of the Colsmies and their fust camse, [
here ebdsined peeege on = ship ealled, “Cathasida Froam Darmeuth®,
whose master I8 2 Captain Whippr, 1 beg your Exesllesey 1o grast me
a passport and § lertér ef recommendadion te ihe  miast ke neecli=t |
Csnpre=s, | am expecting eumpanions whe have not vet reached here. |
Yoar Excellemcy would be promotisg the commem cames by givies Me L
Faedeeill amboriention to expedite rhuiz pr=age e Lhe Colnales omee
ther have arsivid Bers,

At last, ewaitieg yoar gracous onswer, T have o wish grester fhan i
to lepwe forikwith, to be where [ am needed mest, o serve msd die in
everlastimg obedlener fe Yoar Excelleper, and the Caompress,

FAITHFUL UNT FEATH 1

MICEAEL HOVATE DE FARRICY !

Mordeany, Jamnory 13k, 1757 i
PS5 As vet [ aes umble 4o write floenily in French or English and hed

anly \ke choiee of wrltlsg ¢ither in German or Latin; for this I epologiee
13 Four Exgellencor,



